Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.
Tune 15, 2010

Testimony at the New York City Council Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises

Good Moming Chairman Lander and members of the New York City Council Subcommittee on
Zoning and Franchises.

My name is Jesse Mojica and I am the Director of Education Policy for Bronx Borough President
Ruben Diaz Jr. On behalf of the Borough President, I thank the committee for the opportunity to
read into the record the Borough President’s thoughts on this issue.

For decades, the parents and community leaders of Highbridge have advocated for a middle
school of their own, and I cannot overstate how happy they are that their longtime wish is finally -
coming true. Approximately 2,000 Highbridge students graduate into middle school every year.
Highbridge is experiencing huge growth, which requires a significant expansion of the capacity
of the community’s educational infrastructure. Currently, there are no middle schools within
Highbridge or within a reasonable distance for the children of Highbridge to access. Very young
children are forced to travel long distances to reach their assigned middle schools, which are
located on the other sides of both the Cross Bronx Expressway and the Grand Concourse. I am
deeply concerned about the safety of very young children traveling long distances which is why
the creation of a middle school within the Highbridge community is one that I wholeheartedly
support.

There arc a few issues related to the creation of this school that I would like to bring to the
committees attention. Last year in April our office signed on to a letter with many other elected
offices that expressed our collective desire along with the Highbridge community to “present our
vision for the development of that school, and respectfully request your engagement moving
forward.” '

Two of the issues in that letter that I would like to highlight in our testimony today is the
Borough President’s desire that the middle school being created in Highbridge be a Green
school. Additionally he also feels very strongly that there needs to be ongoing analysis as to the
amount of middle school seats needed for the Highbridge area. Let me elaborate on these two
points:

In New York State right now, only three schools are certified LEED platinum, and none of them
are public schools in New York City. Platinum LEED certification is the highest environmental
honor one can get. From the day since becoming an elected official 13 years ago, the
environment and environmental justice has been one of the Borough President’s highest
priorities and will continue to be during his tenure as Bronx Borough President. By ensuring that
the construction of this new school will meet the highest possible green standards, we can show



not only the City and the State, but the entire nation, that the Department of Education, the
School Construction Authority and the people of The Bronx are comimitted to the environment,
and will do whatever it takes to lower our carbon footprint. I join with the community in asking
that the school incorporate a green roof, solar and wind energy, and greenhouses that will not
. only help address environmental concerns but will also create green learning opportunities for
the students who attend the school.

We also remain concerned that the amount of seats being provided at the school will not be
enough to meet the demand of the community. The community advocated very strongly for a
school of 1,200 seats, but was instead given a school of just 389 seats. As per the letter from last
April, “we respectfully ask the DOE, as part of its periodic review process over the course of the
coming five-year plan, to pay specific attention to the community’s demographic patterns. This
is particularly important as updated census numbers will be made available over the next couple
of years.”

I thank all the members of the committee for the opportunity to express the Borough President’s
concerns on this important matter and look forward to working with all in creating the best
possible middie school for the Highbridge Community.

Sincerely,

Glezse Wlofiea

Jesse Mojica
Director of Education Policy and Youth Services

Office of the Bronx Borough President . 851 Grand Concourse . Bronx, New York 10451.718.590.3500
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Hello everyone, my name is Edu Hermelyn and I am testifying today on
behalf of Assemblywoman Vanessa L. Gibson who is in Albany this
morning as part of the ongoing legislative session.

As the district office manager for the Assemblywoman, I want to thank the
committee and you Chairman Lander, for allowing me to express her strong
support for the construction of the long awaited Highbridge middle school
and to let the committee know about her concerns regarding: the planned
school.

For years parents and community residents in Highbridge have made a
concerted effort to focus public attention on the pressing need for a middle
school in their community. A rapidly growing portion of the west Bronx, the
Highbridge community sees nearly 2,000 students join the middle school
ranks every year. But despite this rapid growth in enrollment, Highbridge
residents have long been overlooked and isolated when it comes to the
construction of a much needed middle school and they have not had a
middle school in their community for more than 30 years.

As a consequence, young people from throughout Highbridge have been
forced to make a very disruptive adult-sized commute to school everyday.
This has left some of our youth as young as ten years old traveling miles
from home just to attend school,

The travel time involved has left many families isolated and built a virtual
wall of separation between our schools and the Highbridge community that
has made it more difficult for parents to be actively involved in their child’s
education during the critical middie school years.



It has also essentially lengthened the schoo! day and discouraged many
young people from participating in valuable extra curricular activities and
after school programs.

The construction of middle school in Highbridge will go a long way towards
addressing that isolation and I can not overstate the importance many
Highbridge residents place upon this new school.

However, it is essential to note that the school — which will accommodate
just 398 students — will meet less than half of the demonstrated need and still
leave Highbridge dramatically underserved. Along with falling short of the
existing need, the school as planned does not provide for any additional
growth in demand during future years.

In short, while the school is a positive addition to the community it will be
inadequate to meet both the existing and future needs of the Highbridge
community. Thus it is important to make sure that the New York City
Department of Education and the School Construction Authority are
committed to an ongoing analysis of data that could lay the foundation for
the development of -additional m1ddle school capacity in the Highbridge
community.

Assemblywoman Gibson would appreciate whatever .assistance your
committee can provide in making that happen.

Additionally, community residents and Bronx Borough President Ruben
Diaz, Jr. have made the construction of a Green School in Highbridge a key
priority and Assemblywoman Gibson is asking that you _]011‘1 in those efforts
to make this a true model school,

After so many years of neglect, it is time for the residents of Highbridge to
have a middle school they can be proud of — a school that incorporates the
latest in environmentally sound technology — making it a flagship and an
example for schools throughout the City of New York and even the State.

Specifically, the inclusion of a green roof, along with solar and wind energy
in the design would substantially reduce the longterm cost of operating the
school and make a clear statement about our City’s growing awareness of
the need for environmental justice.



Incorporating greenhouses into the design would also provide valuable
learning opportunities to those middle schoolers attending the school.

In conclusion, Assemblywoman Gibson looks forward to working with your
committee, Councilwoman Maria del Carmen Arroyo, Councilwoman Helen
Diane Foster and other elected officials as she seeks to have both the
capacity and -design issues of the Highbridge middle school addressed.

As ‘we move toward construction of a middle school in Highbridge,
Assemblywoman Gibson wishes to strongly emphasize the importance of
communication and urge the NYCDOE to maintain an active dialogue with
elected officials, community leaders and parent advocates as this project
moves forward. : -

We all share the concerns of addressing the educational needs of our
children and it is her sincere hope that we come up with a final design that
addresses the heartfelt concerns of the community residents represented by
Assemblywoman Gibson.

Thank you for your time.



April 7, 2009

Joel 1. Klein, Chancellor

New York City Department of Education
52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007

Dear Chancellor Klein,

As Highbridge parents, community leaders, and elected officials, we joined as one to
successfully advocate for the inclusion of a middie school in the preliminary five-year
capital plan. Today, in that very same spirit of collaboration, we accept the DOE’s
proposed middle school and express our gratitude for the consideration of
neighborhood-specific need in your long-term planning process. We also wish to
present our vision for the development of that school, and respectfully request your
engagement moving forward.

GREEN SCHOOLS

The community of Highbridge registers some of the highest asthma-hospitalization
rates in the country. The anticipated site of the new middle school is situated near a
major highway (an often-times unavoidable circumstance given the infrastructure of
the South Bronx). Moreover, the construction of the school will entail the removal of
many trees on the north side of the Highbridge Gardens housing development.
Consistent with the community’s original vision, in line with Mayor Bloomberg’s
P1aNYC and President Obama’s Green Initiative, we ask the DOE and the School
Construction Authority to construct a “green” middle school, the first LEED Platinum-
certified School in NYC to reduce carbon emissions during construction and regular
operations. The Borough of the Bronx has emerged as a capital of environmental
advocacy and development in recent years. The new middle school of Highbridge, in
order to protect the health of students and generate long-term energy cost savings for
the DOE, should embrace this vision. In our neighborhood, 7% of residents report
problems with asthma. More than 10 in 1,000 residents (both children and adults) have
been hospitalized due to asthma-related problems. Both statistics are far higher than the
city average. We ask that the school incorporate a green roof, solar and wind energy,
and greenhouses into its structure {As has been demonstrated in the Science Barge and
the NY Sun Works Program). The Community has envisioned the school as not onlya
green school but a high tech school that is focused on environmental science and
sustainable energy.



TIMING

During our advocacy and research for the new middle school, we came to understand
that immediate construction of a given school does not always follow its inclusion in
the final capital plan. It appears that some city schools come on line well into the
subsequent five-year capital planning process. As such, we would like to remind the
DOE that Highbridge residents have been waiting for a new middle school for nearly
50 years. Moreover, our need is substantial, with more than 2,000 Highbridge students
graduating into middle school every year. Though Highbridge is considered a “choice”
district, one in which parents can and do send their children to distant schools, we
believe that timely construction of our middle school will address the scheduling needs
and safety concerns of countless families. Given the intent of the New York City
‘Housing Authority to develop housing adjacent to the proposed school, we believe that
expedited planning will facilitate greater coordination between city agencies.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

It is our understanding that the School Construction Authority has studied the
possibility of expansion at the PS 73 elementary school. New construction on an
existing parking lot could generate space for perhaps 500 new students. We raise this
issue in the context of our overall concem for the safety and well-being of Highbridge
students, especially those in fifth grade or below, who are not always equipped to
commute beyond their neighborhood, or for that matter beyond the major
thoroughfares of the Cross-Bronx Expressway and Grand Concourse. As a result of
past educational policies, Highbridge retains two elementary schools that onty
accommodate kindergarten through fourth grade students; therefore, by expanding PS
73, the DOE could begin to transition neighboring elementary schools to add a fifth
grade. This would keep more young students closer to home for an additional year, as
well as streamline the process for future graduations directly into the new middle
school.

ONGOING ANALYSIS

Despite our enthusiasm for the new middle school, and the strong support expressed in
this letter, we would be remiss in not taking issue with some of the points made in the
March 27 email correspondence from the DOE’s Finance and Administration bureau.
First, we believe it is unreliable to calculate preference for out-of-district middle
schools in a community that has never had one. The capacity gains made possible at
Settlement Housing MS/HS and other schools will be relatively smali, and quickly
offset by new housing developments in the surronnding neighborhoods. To not include
the students of P.S. 114 in the needs assessment because of its proximity to the #4 train
is unfounded as no child lives at the school. Second, we continue to make the point that
new, and quite often large, immigrant families are not represented in available
statistics. For this reason, we respectfully ask the DOE, as part of its periodic review
process over the course of the coming five-year plan, to pay specific attention to the
community’s demographic patterns. This is particularly important as updated census
numbers will be made available over the next couple of years.



CONCLUSION

The proposed middle school most likely will not be sufficient to meet the needs of our
community. However, we realize that while the needs of city students are great and
diverse, so too are the logistical and budgetary constraints that confront policy-makers.
As such, we are willing to work with the Department of Education to create a better
understanding of the educational needs of our community. With this collaboration, we
hope to maintain a strong partnership with your office. As stakeholders in this process
we will continue to advocate our vision for the birth and development of the new

middle school.

ely,
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NYS Senator José M. Serrano
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NYS Assemblymember Aurelia Greene
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Acting Bronx Borough President Earl D. Brown

U Diane Yad-.

NYC Councilmember Helen D. Foster

|

NYC Councilmember Maria el Carmen Arroyo




Monday lune 14, 2010

New York City Council
250 Broadway
New York, New York

Honorable Members of City Council,

The Highbridge Neighborhood has been in need of a middle school for over forty years, and as community members of
the neighborhood and part of the Highbridge United Coalition, we ask for your support in obtaining our neighborhood’s
first middle school.

Our neighborhood is a unique neighborhood, situated up on a hill and isolated from the rest of the Bronx by geography
and manmade obstacles, such as the Major Deegan and Cross Bronx Expressways. Our neighborhood holds five public
elementary schools but no middie or high schools.

While, as a neighborhood coalition, we are pleased to see a middle school in this 5 Year Capital Plan, we would ask that
it meets the demands of our neighborhood and is designed as the first truly green educational school in the Borough of
“the Bronx.

The neighborhood has been forced to comprise on seats, accepting a small school of only 391 seats, when we were
clearly able to demonstrate a need for 2000 seats. Therefore, we ask that the neighborhood be able to have this school
developed with a green roof, green technologies, including:

1. Agreen roof with 100% utilization by the school community, provided with an additional egress (a second
staircase) not 20% utilization as in the current design.

2. Green House Facilities where students can study agriculture and hydroponics.

Sonar Panels for both educational and improved sustainability.

4. An Irrigation System and rainwater collection system that would both model the NYC Water Systemn and provide
water to the green roof.

5. A Wind Energy System (and wind measurement)

6. A Composting system for school waste and for school study

7. A Computer monitoring system for the Schools Energy Consumption and Energy Systems.

w

Our children who live in the South Bronx are among the poorest in the City of New York but that does not mean that our
children should not have the access to a better future. Please support our children and our neighborhood, in our
campaign for the first Bronx Middle School focused on Sustainable Energy and Environmental Education. For Further
information please contact Chauncy Young at 646 719 0034.

Sincerely,
Members of the Highbridge United Coalition,
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New York City Council
250 Broadway
New York, New York

Honorable Members of City Council,

The Highbridge Neighborhood has been in need of a middle school for over forty years, and as community members of
the neighborhood and part of the Highbridge United Coalition, we ask for your support in obtaining our neighborhood’s
first middle school.

Our neighborhood is a unique heighborhood, situated up on a hill and isolated from the rest of the Bronx by geography
and manmade obstacles, such as the Major Deegan and Cross Bronx Expressways. Our neighborhood holds five public
elementary schools but ne middle or high schools.

While, as a neighborhood coalition, we are pleased to see a middle school in this 5 Year Capital Plan, we would ask that
it meets the demands of our neighborhood and is designed as the first truly green educational school in the Borough of
the Bronx.

The neighborhood has been forced to comprise on seats, accepting a small school of only 391 seats, when we were
clearly able to demonstrate a need for 2000 seats. Therefore, we ask that the neighborhood be able to have this school
developed with a green roof, green technologies, including:

1. Agreen roof with 100% utilization by the school community, provided with an additional egress (a second
staircase) not 20% utilization as in the current design.

2. Green House Facilities where students can study agriculture and hydroponics.

Sonar Panels for both educational and improved sustainability.

4. An Irrigation System and rainwater collection system that would both model the NYC Water System and provide
water to the green roof.

5. A Wind Energy System {and wind measurement)

6. A Composting system for school waste and for school study

7. A Computer monitoring system for the Schools Energy Consumption and Energy Systems.
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Our children who live in the South Bronx are among the poorest in the City of New York but that does not mean that our
children should not have the access to a better future. Please support our children and our neighborhood, in our
campaign for the first Bronx Middle School focused on Sustainable Energy and Environmental Education. For Further
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